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Dear Friends of Huerto de la Familia,
It is late spring in Oregon and a time of 

change for Huerto de la Familia. We are happy 
to welcome Joanna Lovera, Garden Program 
Manager. She brings a great deal of gardening 
experience to revitalize our garden program and is 

-
tivating gardens at three separate sites, as well as 
to our fabulous volunteers. See more on page 2.

We are experiencing changes with our 
farm program as well. At the end of June the Small 
Farmers’ Project LLC will graduate from Huerto de 
la Familia and will operate as a separate business. 
I am very proud of all of the families who have 

committed countless hours in meetings, trainings and labor to this project since 2008.What 
started as an idea has become a successful cooperative farm business growing organic berries for local 
and regional sale. Huerto will continue to offer training opportunities to the farmers in 2011-2012. 

Heifer International will visit the farm on June 24th.  Members of their staff believe they can 
learn from the cooperative model and the marketing strategies utilized by the farmers. In addition to this 
visit, Heifer International has chosen the Small Farmers’ Project as one of four projects in the United 
States for a video they are creating to promote Heifer’s work in the U.S. We enjoyed a visit in May from 

 Huerto’s own media project, the Harvest of Pride, is well underway and we hope to use some of 
Heifer’s footage in our own mini-documentaries. Chris Roddy, an intern with Huerto de la Familia, Cherie 

the Food Justice Conference in February with inspirational people from all over the country.  Filming has 
continued on the farm and in the gardens ever since.  See more on page 4.
 Huerto and the Small Farmers’ Project have been blessed with the University of Oregon stu-
dents from DesignBridge who have worked very hard with the farmers for over a year to design and now 
build a structure on the farm.   We are all very grateful for their hard work, determination, and sense of 
humor that has gone into this unique and attractive farm building.  It has been a great collaboration! See 

Margarito  Palacias  recieves  a  lesson  in  beekeeping.

the gardens. 
These internships are made possible by a grant from 
the Wayne Morse Center for Law and Politics at the 
University of Oregon.
       Looking to the future, we are inspired by the suc-
cess of the Small Farmers’ Project to create a new 
Micro-Development Program that would offer Spanish 
language training and business counseling to families 
interested in starting small businesses related to food 
and agriculture.  We hope to secure funding for this 
program by winter, 2012.
       I look to the future with great enthusiasm! Adelante! 
Onward!

Sarah Cantril, MSW

Letter  from  the  Director...

Guadencio Leres and Basilio Sandoval gift strawberry
plants to Community to Community based in Bellingham, WA

Foundations
Catholic Campaign For Human Development (regional chapter)
Center for Latino/a and Latin American Studies (University of Oregon)
Collins Foundation
Cow Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation
Erika Leaf Family Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation
Faye and Lucille Stewart Foundation
Fulbright of Canada Eco-Leadership Program
Growing Power and Why Hunger
Heifer International
Helios Resource Network
Lane County Cultural Coalition
National Immigrant Farming Initiative
Presbyterian Hunger Project
RAFI-USA
Wayne Morse Center for Law and Politics (University of Oregon)
WHO Foundation (Women Helping Others)
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Down to Earth
First United Methodist Church
Imagine Group
Nearby Nature
Oregon Tilth

University of Oregon
Urban Farm
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Celina Hess

Volunteers/Interns Cont.
Marissa Garcia
Camille Green
Erika Faria
Celina Hess
Richard Koehler
Charissa Newell
Anna Smith
Marilyn Sanchez
Natalie Kessler
Adrien Wilkie
Nichelle Hernandez
Erica Faria
John Henrichsen
Julie Dunscomb
Maja Anne Rodell
Michelle Rau
Thomas Nail

Photos Courtesy of:
Sarah Cantril
Joanna Lovera
Thomas Nail
Chris Roddy
Growingpower.com
Beacon Design Team

In the News:
Ethos Magazine
“Small Farmers Project Offers Big 
Rewards” Web, Spring 2011

Huerto  Thanks  All  of  the  Businesses,  Foundations,  and  
Individual  People  Who  Make  Our  Work  Possible.  

¡Muchas  Gracias!
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Huerto  Welcomes  New  Garden  Program  Manager  Joanna  Lovera

Huerto de la Familia has the pleasure to welcome new Garden Program 
Manager Joanna Lovera on staff.  Since previous Garden Program Manager Dan-
iel Romero’s departure last summer, Lovera has been busy in her new role orga-

-
tions, and arranging volunteers and events. 

Although the union of social work and gardening is new to Lovera, she has 
experienced both on their own respective levels. After majoring in art and taking 
agriculture classes at the University of Oregon’s Urban Farm, Lovera began social 

There she worked closely with Latino kids who had dropped out of school, “It’s 
a little bit different with Latino families, though,” Lovera says. “A lot of teenagers 
that drop out of school work, and so sometimes it’s a little bit of a different cultural 
situation.” From Looking Glass Lovera worked for a short time at Oregon Social 
Learning Center, interviewing families for a pilot program designed for families with 
children in middle school. When Lovera heard of the job opening at Huerto, she 
took the opportunity to combine her skills of Spanish and gardening with her pas-
sion for working with Latino families.

Lovera has planned nutritional and cooking classes as well as a health clinic taught by several locals. “Dia-
betes is a really big problem with Latino populations, [and] a lot of heart disease,” Lovera says. This year, Lovera 
would like to focus on a garden plot for kids, as well as food preservation such as having programs on canning so 
that the families can have vegetables throughout winter. She would also like to start saving seeds from the garden 
for the next year’s planting, and possibly build a solar dehydrator for drying chilies. 

Joanna Lovera

The  Small  Farmer’s  Tractor  Shed  Nears  Completion

planning a structure with the Small Farmer’s Project in the fall of 
2010. The structure is anticipated to be a great asset for the Small 
Farmers during their berry season, since it will give the farm a cen-
tral, communal space to work in.  

After designs, models, and mock-ups during the fall and 
winter, building started this spring and is nearing completion. The 

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development is an organization seeking to alleviate 
poverty and promote social justice throughout the United States. The CCHD has  supported 
Huerto in the past, this year granting Huerto de la Familia $5,000 in order to offer the Small 
Farmers’ Project additional cooperative development training and to support Huerto’s Media 
Project.

The Cow Creek Umpqua Foundation is a “formalized tradition of philanthropy,” created out of 
the Cow Creek Band of the Umpqua Tribe. Since 1997, Cow Creek has given grants to small 
organizations to help their growth and capacity. This year the Foundation gave Huerto $10,000 
towards the purchase of a new tractor for the Small Farmers.  

The Fulbright Canada Eco Leadership Program granted $3,000 to Huerto to help fund the 
organization. $500 was granted to help make the documentary that Huerto de la Familia has in 
the works, and another $2,500 to pay for general program expenses such as compost, plants, 
and rent money for the community garden plots. This grant request was written by Thomas 
Nail, a recent University of Oregon graduate. (See article on pg. 3)

Eugene’s local Helios Resource Network has raised $1,085 to train the Small Farmers in 
cooperative business management, development, and leadership.  Helios will also be sending 
Huerto Executive Director Sarah Cantril to workshops and training on micro-enterprising.

The Eugene based Lane County Cultural Coalition granted $1,5000 to support the creation 
of Huert’s Media Project, Harvest of Pride. The Lane County Coalition is part of 45 county-
based coalitions that give grants in order to enhance Oregon’s arts, heritage and humanities 
programs.

The National Immigrant Farming Initiative granted $5,000 to Huerto de la Familia for farmer 
training from Comunidad a Comunidad. The training was in winter 2010 to help farmers in co-
operative business development training.

In November 2010, the Presbyterian Hunger Program gave $1.3 million in grants focusing 

one of the recipients, receiving $6,000 to hire new Garden Program Manager Joanna Lovera. 
(See article on pg. 2)

Women Helping Others (WHO) is a foundation devoted to assisting families in need. WHO 
allocated $10,000 to help Huerto buy garden and agriculture supplies.

 

Thank  you  to  all  of  our  supporters.  We  would  not  be  here  without  you!

building has room 
for sheltering a tractor, 
a walk-in cooler, and an 
open-air vending area for 
U-pick clients, selling, and 

shipping of the berries. The structure also has the ability 
to be deconstructed, moved, and reassembled, since the Small 
Farmers are leasing their land and may have to move sites. 

With the UO students and farmers working together, the 
building has all columns, beams and trusses in place. Still to 

they will be able to complete it before berry season so the Small 
-

operative business.

The Beacon Design Team

Construction of the shed
-Anna Smith, intern
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-Anna Smith, intern

to the survival of the organization. While the families that Huerto helps 
sometimes live from pay-check to pay-check, Huerto sometimes lives 
from grant to grant. The process of grant writing can be long and tedious, 
which is why Huerto gives thanks to Thomas Nail for the time and energy 
spent on the grant he applied for and won, the $3,000 Fulbright Eco-
Leadership Grant. 
  Nail is a native of Texas, and moved to Oregon after receiving a 
BA in Environmental Philosophy. Since graduating from the University 
of Oregon with a PhD in Philosophy in March, Nail has since accepted a 
three-year Post-Doctoral Lectureship in European Philosophy and Dias-
pora Studies at the University of Denver, Colorado. 

Nail’s studies and writings are attentively focused on migrant work-
er justice including the Zapatistas, and No One Is Illegal, Toronto. He was 
therefore thrilled to discover Huerto de la Familia and the Small Farmers 
Project in his own town, “When I heard about Huerto, I was really moti-
vated to write up this grant and contribute to one of the most inspiring and 

Huerto  Gives  Thanks  to  Thomas  Nail!

important projects in Eugene right now,” Nail says. The Eco-Leadership Grant obtained better gar-

Since living and working in different cooperatives over the years, Nail was particularly attracted to the 
Small Farmers Project, “Experiments like these are crucial to developing alternatives to capitalist agribusi-
ness,” Nail says. “I really think [they] could have incredible potential to transform agricultural production.” 

Nail is also hands-on in his embracing alternative agriculture and involvement with migrant worker 
justice, “Farming season is really just beginning so I haven’t had a chance to visit the garden plots yet and 
start working,” Nail says. “I am really excited to get started and meet people.”

Thomas Nail

The  Small  Farmers    Are  Open!

 The Small Farmers Project is opening their U-pick 
stand this Sunday. Directions and hours of operation are 

When: Sunday, June 12

Address: 
511 East Beacon St.
Eugene, OR 97404

Hours of Operation: 8:30- 4:30 Sat., Sun., Tues., 
Thurs.

A past seasons strawberry crop

It’s happening. 
During February, we mounted a successful trip to the Uni-

versity of Oregon’s Food Justice Conference, interviewing leaders 
from across the country such as Distinguished Fellow for the Leo-
pold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at Iowa State University’s 
Fred Kirschenmann. We conducted nearly 14 interviews on subjects 
ranging from cooperative farm business models to food sovereignty. 
After translating and transcribing several hours worth of footage, 

a recent visit by Heifer International who were producing a short 
promotional media piece of their own, a wonderful interview with 
Rosalinda Guillen of Community to Community, and the University 
of Oregon DesignBridge tractor shed project. In the weeks ahead, 
we will be conducting more in-depth interviews and personal ses-
sions with participants in all of Huerto de la Familia’s programs and 
special events. And, as soon as Oregon’s summer decides to visit in 
full force, we will capture the beauty of The Small Farmers’ Project 
farm in action as strawberries and raspberries are ripe for harvest.

Harvest  of  Pride  Documentary  Update

By Chris Roddy

The documentary project in progress

Community  Learning  Project  for  Food  Justice
By Sarah Cantril

   Why Hunger of New York and Growing Power of Milwaukie have 
joined forces to provide the Community Learning Project for Food 
Justice
mentor each other.   The project provides funding for organizations and 
their participants to attend conferences, to hold site visits and create a 
collaborative project.  Huerto de la Familia is partnering with Community 
to Community in Bellingham, Washington for the Community Learning 
Project. Community to Community is a women-led, place based, grass-
roots organization working for a just society and healthy communities.   
Their interests are to establish a cooperative development center and 
an organic farm-training center with 3 farm-worker owned organic farms 
by 2020. Their expertise is culturally appropriate cooperative develop-

ment process with a focus on leadership development; holistic movement building and organizing approach for 
farm worker liberation based on the concept of Food Sovereignty.   
 Since the spring of 2010 Rosalinda Guillen and Erin Thompson from Community to Community have been 
offering cooperative and leadership development trainings to Huerto’s Small Farmers’ Project members.
 Martha Sandoval and Margarito Palacios from the Small Farmers’ Project, LLC attended a conference at 
Growing Power in Wisconsin in April 2011.   This conference included a dismantling racism workshop and and agri-
culturally based workshops. 

Growing Power of Milwaukie 

to report grant awards from the University of Oregon’s Center for Latino/a and Latin American Studies, the 
Lane County Cultural Coalition, and the Oregon Community Foundation. The community and your continued sup-
port have helped elevate this important story to those who’ve never heard of Huerto de la Familia before. We look 

those trying to bring change to our community, our food system, and our people.

-Anna Smith, intern


